Citation “How do I do it?”

When you write a paper and you use different sources to get the information you need to cite where it came from. You cannot take credit for someone else’s work.  If you did not write it, think it, and it did not originate in your brain only then cite it!

We use MLA citation. 

In-Text Citation: referencing work in your text is done by parenthetical citation. The quote itself is put into quotation marks and then at the end of the sentence the author’s name and the page number are put in parenthesis. When a source has no known author you use a shortened version of the title. 

Example: The Greek Goddess Aphrodite “was the goddess of love, beauty and fertility” (mythweb 3).  

When you use the author’s name in your sentence then you only need the page number at the end.

Example: Aaron Astma, creator of the Theoi project website on Greek Mythology, tell us that, “Some traditions state she had sprung from the foam of the sea” (1).

A great website for reminding you how to cite things is http://owl.english.purdue.edu/. When you get to the website in the upper right corner there is a box that says, “Search the OWL. Just type “MLA” into the box and hit enter. Then click on the “MLA formatting and style guide-the OWL at Perdue.” As you scroll down it will give you examples and ideas of how to cite things. Then at the bottom is a gray box with orange writing in it. These are all links to different citations, for in text and for a bibliography. The link will give you step-by-step examples for each type.

A website that you can use if you have trouble figuring out MLA citation is www.easybib.com. This website will make a bibliography for you if you enter all the information needed. The first thing it asks you is: What source did your information come from, so a book, magazine, journal, online, etc. then it asks you how you found the source. You enter that information and it will bring you to another page that asks you the title, author, publication date, etc. It will then put the information into a reference for you. 

