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Was Charles Dickens really a great author? Dickens is known for his 'idealized' characters and highly sentimental scenes. These characters and the caricatures that usually accompanied his stories highly contrast with the ugly and often harsh reality that he describes in his books. Your job is to do research to find out about Dickens life and some of his great stories. Can we decide if he was a great author? Did he show truth in reality? The journey to find out lies ahead of you!

Directions: Go to our class website http://rosebladez.tripod.com and go to the student assignments section. Click on the Dickens webhunt. The information you find below will be there. Click on each one of the following links and explore them to answer the questions. Don’t only look at the homepage though. Make sure you explore the whole site! Good luck on your journey! 

http://www.online-literature.com/dickens/
1. What century did Charles Dickens write in?

2. What are the six types of literary works that he wrote in his lifetime?

3. When and where was he born?

4. What are three things that happened in Dickens life in 1836?

5. What were his two weekly journals?

Ok now you have some basics from his life let us continue our journey.

http://www.victorianweb.org/authors/dickens/index.html
1. What narrative technique does Dickens use in Great Expectations and to what other author and novel does Victorian web compare it to?

2. If you were to do a chronology of his life what would you say happened in 1830, 1835, and 1857? What do these 3 years have in common?

3. What book of Dickens has “shadows” as a symbolic significance and how does it do this?

4. How does Dickens relate to Darwin?

http://charlesdickenspage.com/fast-facts.html
1. What characters are based off his mother and father?

2. Find four words that you like in the Dickens glossary and define them.

3. Name 2 factors of medieval Christmas from his time.

4. What does Dickens describe the holidays as?

http://www.umd.umich.edu/casl/hum/eng/classes/434/geweb/CDSCHILD.htm
1. What are 3 characters that compare to young Dickens and what do they have in common with him?

2. There is a lot of information on one specific character at the end of this. Who is this character and what are 3 ways that this character’s fictional life relates to Dickens life.

http://www.vanderbilt.edu/AnS/english/English151W-03/olivertwist[criticism].htm
1. What fairy tale character does this site compare Olive from Oliver Twist to and why?

2. Name two different influence Dickens models for?
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/dickens/life.html
1. What was his first novel?

2. How was this first novel published and what does being published in that way entail?

3. What does Dickens say about the importance of social engagement and the responsibilities of the social world in a letter to a friend in 1858?

4. Name 8 of his novels and the year they were published?

So now that we have had our fun and an amazing journey through the greatness of Charles Dickens, I want you to go to the website below and take a fun quiz on Dickens, when it appears click on Victorian twister, please print out your results to hand in along with your webhunt! http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/masterpiece/olivertwist/test_your_twist_talents.html#
